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several of such instances no disease or unsatisfactory condition
of the quarter of the udder could be detected clinically.

Seel, in 1911, analysed the milk from thirty-four cows where
one or more quarters of the udder were inflamed. He found
certain differences between the milk of the abnormal quarter,
and also showed that the milk, even from the apparently healthy
quarters, showed similar differences. The chief alterations which
occurred were a marked reduction in the amount of lactose present,
as also in the chlorides. There was usually a reduction of fat in the
affected quarter, while the fat-content of the healthy quarters of
the same udder showed a tendency to rise. There was also a
general rise in the albumen-content from all the quarters, and some
rise in the phosphorus-content in the milk secreted by the apparently
healthy parts.

In cases of cows definitely suffering from mastitis there appeared
to be some rise in the total ash-content. No constant divergence
between the normal and abnormal quarters of the udder was,
however, obtained. Seel considers these differences sufficiently
important to be of use in aiding diagnosis of disease of the udder.

The alterations in composition of the milk arising from definite
disease of the gland is not pertinent to the present discussion.
When disease is well established, it can usually be detected in the
altered appearance of the milk. Such milk should not be used
as a food, but should be discarded.
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